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What is Crime Writers of 
Canada?  

Crime Writers of Canada (CWC) is a 
national non -profit organization for 
Canadian mystery and crime writers, 
associated professionals, and others 
with a serious interest in Canadian 

crime writing . 
 



Crime Writers of Canadaôs 
Mission is toé 

épromote Canadian crime writing and 
to raise the profile of Canadian crime 

writers with readers, reviewers, 
librarians, booksellers, and media.  



Who are our members?  

Professional Author Members  

are Canadians who live anywhere in the 
world, or are from anywhere in the world 
and now have Landed Immigrant status, 

who have published at least one novel, two 
novella or three short stories.  

 

 



Who are our members?  

Associate or Supporting/ Honourary  Members 
are those, of any nationality, who are 

professional authors, or have an interest in 
crime writing, or who are involved with the 

crime publishing business in some way.  
 

 

So, yesépretty much anyone and everyone  

in this room can  

(and, dare we say, should )  

join !  

 



How does CWC operate?  

CWC is a non -profit organisation.  
 

A volunteer Board of Directors from 
across our nation is supported by an 

Executive Director and  
Publications Manager.  

 

Regional Representatives focus on 
efforts in their regions.  

 

Additional volunteers belong to sub -
committees which tackle specific tasks 

and projects.  



How did CWC begin?  

In June 1982 seven men with 
criminal intent met in 

Dooleyôs bar, an insalubrious 
downtown Toronto watering 
holeérather suitable for what 

they had in mind . 



35 years ago...  

 The co -conspirators were:  

 the late Derrick Murdoch , mystery 
reviewer for The Toronto Star;  

 British novelist, the late Tim Heald ; 

 book reviewer, the late Doug Marshall ;  

editor John Pearce ; 

 authors Howard Engel , Larry Morse and 
Tony Aspler . 

 



British journalist and 
author, the late Tim Heald , 
was a member of the CWC 
founding group.  

 
Heald  drew on his 
journalistic experiences to 
write a series of jolly 
detective novels about 
Simon Bognor , a bumbling 
investigator for the old 
British Board of Trade, 
which were described by 
one reviewer as ñcrime 
writing with a P G 
Wodehouse flair.ò 



Founder member Douglas 
Marshall had only one 
novel published.  
 
Intended as the first in a 
series, the novel 
introduces the weather 
beaten news editor of a 
major Toronto daily, 
Rudge McCracken , and 
pits him against the 
complicated motives of a 
clutch of literary folk 
assembled for a whodunit 
weekend in Niagara -on -
the -Lake, Ontario.  



 

Fellow -founder John Pearce  
handled authors during his editorial 

tenure whose names read like a 
bestseller list, including Pierre 
Berton , Wayson  Choy, Michael 

Crummey , Paul Quarrington , Bill 
Bryson, Antonia Fraser and Ruth 

Rendell, to name a few.  
 

He had a 34 -year career in 
publishing, serving Doubleday 

Canada and later Random House  for 
15 years (the two companies merged 

in 1999 through a takeover by 
Bertelsmann AG).  



Founder L . A. (Larry) Morse won 
a Best Paperback Original Edgar 
Award for his first novel, THE 
OLD DICK , a classic detective tale 
with an 80 -year -old working 
detective.  
 

Under a pseudonym, Runa 
Fairleigh , he created a perfect 
example of the classic cozy 
mystery, AN OLD -FASHIONED 
MYSTERY .  
 

In a complete change of styles, he 
then wrote a period thriller based 
on Sawney  Beane , the notorious 
cannibal killer of Highland 
Scotland, called THE FLESH 
EATERS.  



Howard Engel  is one of our 
founders.  
 
He is well known for his series of 
Benny Cooperman detective 
novels, set in the Niagara region 
and in and around the city of 
Grantham, Ontario (which 
strongly resembles St. Catharines, 
where he was born).  
 
He was President of CWC in  
1986 -1987.  
 
 



One of our founder members, 
and our first President, Tony 
Aspler , is not just known for his 
crime writing ï but also for his 
love of, and great knowledge 
about, wine.  
 
Segueing between crime and 
wine allowed Tony to fill his 
role as the wine columnist for 
The Toronto Star  for 21 years. 
Heôs authored 15 books on wine 
and food in addition to his wine 
murder mysteries featuring the 
itinerant wine writer/detective 
Ezra Brant .   



What does CWC do now?  

ÅBuild  the CWC brand  
ÅMaintain  an interactive website  

ÅReach out to libraries and booksellers  
ÅPromote  our membersô events and signings etc. 
ÅShowcase  our membersô work online and in print 

ÅSupport  our membersô careers with marketing advice 
ÅPublish  the Cool Canadian Crime catalogue  
ÅOffer  a range of money -saving benefits  
ÅFacilitate  member communication  
ÅAttend  international conventions  

ÅListen  to our members  
ÅOrganise  events  

 





Partnership with Kobo  

For the first time, this year CWC  and 
Kobo  partnered to allow readers to 

gain easy access to all the Arthur 
Ellis Awards  shortlisted published 
works, with a special feature on the 

Kobo online store website.  

 

CWC thanks Kobo.  

 



Celebrating 35 years of CWC!  
To help celebrate our 35 years of 

existence, CWC has begun to gather 
together its own historical archives 
and weôll be reaching out across the 

country with 35 th  Anniversary 
Events .  

 

If you donôt already receive Crime 
Beat , our monthly newsletter 

showcasing launches and events, 
please sign up at our website (the 

address is on our bookmarks) to be 
sure you donôt miss out on news 

about our plans.  



Over the years our logo has changed ï the most 
recent shift being from the logo above to the 
one below, which features our famous ñArthurò 

statuette  



The Arthur Ellis Awards  

The Arthur Ellis Awards were established in 
1984.  

 

They are awarded annually by the Crime 
Writers of Canada.  

 

The number and names of the Awards given 
have varied over the years.  



Who was Arthur Ellis?  

Arthur Ellis was the nom de 
travail  of one of Canadaôs 

hangmen. His real name was 
Arthur B. English . He worked and 
trained in England and the Middle 

East before coming to Canada.  
 

He performed his first hanging in 
Kamloops in 1913, and the last of 

his reported 600 executions in 
Montreal in 1935, when a weight 

miscalculation resulted in a 
condemned womanôs 

decapitation . 



The Arthur Statuettes  

Peter Blais , a stage designer, came up with the 

idea of the hanging ñjumping jackò for the Arthur 

Ellis Award .  
  

Since 1984, every Arthur Ellis Award statuette 

has been made by one craftsman - Barry 

Lambeck .  
  

Each one is unique: hand -crafted from ñcurlyò maple 

to order, Barry allows 4 -5 hours to make each piece.  



The craftsman and his creations  

Since 1984, Barry 
Lambeck  has hand -
crafted over 200 
ñArthurò statuettes.  

 

His creations take 
pride of place in 
authorsô homes 
across Canada, and 
around the world.  
 



A special achievement award for 
contributions to the crime genre  

Our 2017 recipient is  
Christina Jennings  



The Derrick Murdoch Award 2017  

Christina Jennings is the 
founder, Chairman and CEO 

of Shaftesbury Films. She has 
won a number of awards, 
including Genies, Geminis 

and Canadian Screen 
Awards, among several other 
nominations and accolades 

throughout her career . 
 

Christina founded 
Shaftesbury Films  in 1987 as 

a feature film company.  



The Derrick Murdoch Award 2017  

Christinaôs company has  
produced movies and television series based upon the work of several  

Arthur Ellis Award -winning Canadian crime writers  
including the late novelist and playwright Timothy Findlay   

(External Affairs ) and novelists Gail Bowen (the Joanna Kilbourn  TV 
movies) and Maureen Jennings (Murdoch Mysteries ), as well as 

historian Marjorie Freeman Campbell (Torso ï The Evelyn Dick Story ).  


